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GLACIER TRAVEL AND CREVASSE RESCUE = Crevasse Rescue Response
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Fig. 17-13. Stop and hold a fall
into a crevasse (team arrest).

The end climber slowly gets out of self-arrest, making
sure the middle climber can hold the weight alone, and
then sets to work establishing an anchor (fig. 17-14).
Of course, if another trained rope team is on hand, it is
all right for both climbers to stay in self-arrest while the
other team sets up the initial anchor.

In snow, a picket is often a good choice for the ini-
tial anchor because it can be placed quickly; failing
that, an ice ax may also be used. (See “Snow Anchors”
in Chapter 16, Snow Travel and Climbing.) Place the
anchor 5 to 10 feet (1.5 to 3 meters) down-rope from
the middle climber, toward the lip of the crevasse, and
angled back 20 degrees from vertical, away from the
victim. (If the anchor is placed instead up-rope from
the middle climber, tension on the rope that eventu-
ally builds up could make it impossible for that person
to untie.)
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mitial anchor.
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